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From the Desk of Ms. Ross
January Dear Parents/Guardian
Dates of Interest Once again, I have included a flyer designed especially for mid-
dle school families. It provides practical ideas that promote student suc-
No school 1 cess, parent involvement and tips that we parents can use to better un-
Progress Reports Issued derstand and help our young people.

Middle school students who achieved honor roll or high honor
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 18 roll status were treated to an ice cream social. Attendance was high and
No school a good time was had by all. This tradition will continue after each 10

week marking period. Stewart’s was very generous in donating the ice
Spelling Bee @ 1:00 22 cream and toppings for our celebration.

Students who achieved a “4” in their 2009 state assessment have
39th Annual NAC Wrestling Invi- 23 received a gold card I.D. This special card allows privileges, which were
tational decided upon by the student teams.

Board of Education meeting 25 Parent-teacher conferences were well attended. It is always a
pleasure to meet and have conversations with parents. Your involve-

End of Second Quarter 29 ment in your child’s education makes all of the difference in their suc-
cess. 52 students were represented in 6th grade. 45 students from 7th

January Regents Exams 26-29 grade had parents visit and 39 students from 8th grade had parents at-
tend. If you were unable to visit, please feel free to call the school to
make an appointment to discuss your child’s progress.

Sincerely, Mrs. Ross
Word of the Month

Self - Control
Controlling your own im-
pulses, actions and/or
emotions. Think before
you act.

The Middle School grades continue to collect pull tabs to bene-
fit the Ronald McDonald House. This activity will be com-
pleted on December 20th. The homeroom team contributing
the greatest number of tabs will win an ice cream party.

Tips and Strategies to help your child become successful

Read with your child everyday.

Honor Roll and High Honor Roll Read your childdés favorite book ovg
Discuss new words.

Stop and ask about the pictures.

Read from a variety of

Read many stories with rhyming words.

From: www.rif.org
childrenos

6th grade: 21

7th grade: 23

8th grade: 22
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’
Nurse’s Nook Happy January Birthday To
Mrs. Finley
Once again this year, we were able to have our “Giving Koby Coplen
Tree”. We gave Christmas gifts to several students, as well Victoria Paiser
as grocery and gas cards to many less fortunate families. Sabrina Steele
We have a very generous faculty and staff and I personally thank all those who Steven Warick

participated.
On a “Health” Note:
As part of the required school health examination, a student is weighed and his/

Sean Mahoney
Robert Manor

her height is measured. These numbers are used to figure out if the student’s Kolby Sample
weight is in a healthy range or is too high or too low. Recent changes to the New Summer Snide
York State Education Law require that BMI and weight status group be included David Vennette

as part of the student’s school health exam. As a school district we will be required Dylon Belair
to report this information to the New York State Department of Health. ONLY
SUMMARY information is sent, no names and no information about individual

Maegan Brunelle
Laura Buskey
Mikailah Donah

students. However, you may choose to have your child’s information excluded
from this survey report.
If you do not wish to have your child’s weight status group information to be Brandon Edwards

Alden Kerr

The Counseling Corner—Mrs. Sexton

Guidance units continue to occur in the middle school. Aifdde students have participated in a guidance unitjon
Seli-Concept and Sesteem. This unit supports students as they development both intrapersonal and interpefsonal
skills. Students are called to reflect on how they view and treat themselves and others. This unit also challenfes stu-
dents to identify the thought patterns and resulting behaviors that either support positieasst or detract from it
The importance of academic achievement is emphasized in this lesson as it can and does serve as a major squrce of
fidence for students.

The topics of personal space and appropriate conduct have been addressed in&rawldisi$ presentation | dis-
cussed with students the importance of respecting personal space and personal boundaries. Our students wdre remil
of the consequences of disrespecting personal space and boundaries in terms of the social and disciplinary injplicatio
Appropriate conduct is critical to the development of-selifidence and a positive reputation. As you know your dhild
best, | am asking for your help to continue this conversation at home to ensure that your child has understood]the imp
tance of this topic.

Believe it or not, it is already time to begin thinking about next years courses. | cannot emphasize enough the impo
tance of students taking a challenging course load. While having study halls is appealing, | encourage studergs to ch:
lenge themselves to grow by taking a course in the arts (band, chorus)'dgfad8rs, an agriculture course. My géal
is that all students will understand what it meanstobemwellu nded and the idea that] so
comfort zone academically may be the best thing for their academic and personal develogment.
Colleges and the job market will call on students to be educatedonalied, interpersonally
devel oped, and hardwor king. As the sayilng
that our students will get into the habit of challenging themselves to grow so that they will pave
what it takes to be successful pbgih school.

The next intethomeroom competition is in the planning stages. To keep in line with the gjobal

communi ty, our next event wi || take the Jfor
N details!

As always, please feel free to contact me with any thoughts or questions!

Take care,

Mary Sexton
ol f we do not plant knowledge when vy bondChesterfield wi | ] gi v




